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Writing skills (C1 and above) Seminar 

 

 

Writing tips listed by Graham Ward  

• the set up / brainstorm / pyramid discussions / pair work  
• give marks for planning – demand to see it 
• 1:1 feedback time with correction code & highlighted structures 
• insist students keep a writing diary, notebook, journal 
• writing must be regular 
• present models – key features writing & assessment  
• use samples – students as examiners / how to improve  
• content mark – the importance of  
• don’t only test – use technology to aid learning (Google Classroom) 
• present expressions / grammar 
• one ambitious sentence per paragraph 
• encourage (range of) reading reading reading 

 

 

Writing tips generated by participants  

 

 Always edit & check your own work before handing it in– in the exam write part 1, then write 
part 2, then check part 1 & finally check part 2 

 Use 2 adjectives in front of noun & extreme adjectives where possible 

 Avoid using adverbs where possible – find a better way ie. he shouted loudly  he shouted 
in a thunderous booming voice 

 Don’t write one sentence paragraphs, don’t write sentences which are too long 

 Use impersonal structures – Many people believe that, it is widely accepted that, whilst 
some claim…. others…. 

 Maintain focus and always Answer The Question – helped by good plan 

 Don’t waste time counting words – know how many you do per line & count lines 

 Cambridge love a connector! 

 English Vocabulary Profile – helps identify expected vocabulary at given levels 

 Paraphrase ideas given – don’t copy unless quoting 

 Start with a good first paragraph to introduce theme (rhetorical Q / make reader think) 

 Develop points – why / how / exemplify  

 “Use a minimum of 8 linkers…. I want to see the following grammar….” etc. good to do 

 Use of non-defining relative clauses can help control word limit 
 

 

 



         

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 


